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PREFACE 
On March 12, I9I4.7, Harry S. Truman, then president of the United 
States, speaking to the Congress of the United States, declaredr "It must 
be the policy of the United States to support free peoples everywhere who 
are resisting attempted subjugation by armed minorities or outside pres¬ 
sures. I believe that we must assist free peoples to work out their own 
destinies in their own way." This concept committed America to a policy 
of Universal containment of communism. The success or failure of this 
policy depended upon, among other things, the confidence and trust the peo¬ 
ples of the world place in the United States. Regardless of how many dol¬ 
lars might be given to Greece or grains to Pakistan, if there were not 
confidence and trust in the spirit and intention behind such gifts, the 
giver’s purpose for maiding the gifts would never materialize. 
It is the purpose, herein to attempt to point out the impact racial 
segregation and discriminatory practices in the United States have on the 
"containment" policy. Even though America is committed to a policy of 
universal containment of communism, one of the focal points of this poli¬ 
cy has been in areas of the globe occupied by peoples who do not belong 
to the Caucasian race. Therefore, this study deals mainly with the non- 
Caucasian peoples of the world. However, we have not overlooked those 
countries, such as the Latin American countries, which have mixed popula¬ 
tions and others which have shown interest in the practices. 
ii 
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The ending of World War II left the United States and Soviet Rus¬ 
sia partners. It was not long before it was seen that the disintegra¬ 
tion of this partnership was inevitable. The purposes and objectives of 
the Communists were of such nature that it was impossible for any perma¬ 
nent partnership to exist between capitalism and Communism." When it was 
realized that the Communists could not be trusted and that they were still 
determined to carry out their policy of world revolution, it became nec- 
cessary for the United States to state a definite policy. In 19U7 Harry 
S. Truman, President of the United States, initiated a policy to support 
2 
those peoples "every where" who resisted attempted subjugation. This 
policy became known as the Containment Policy. Though it had world wide 
application, a majority of the peoples involved belonged to non-Caucasian 
3 
races of* cultures. This indicated that if the United States was to carry 
out the containment policy it was essential in many instances for the United 
States to build bases and other Military installations on land belonging 
to non-Caucasian peoples. Not only was the building of bases and other 
military installations implied, it was also implied that peoples of non- 
Ï 
George H. Sabine, History of Political Theory (New York, 193>0), 
p. 760. 
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L. H. Chamberlain, American Foreign Policy (New York, 1930), p. 3U6. 
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Caucasion culture would come to the United States as students, observers 
and visitors. With this in mind, the success or failure of the contain¬ 
ment policy depended, among other things, upon the ability of the United 
States to influence the faith of non-Caucasians in democracy.^ 
It seemed clear that domestic segregation and discrimination would 
have a definite effect on the faith of a large number of peoples who were 
expected to accept democracy. It has been emphasized by George F. Kennan 
that the Communist infiltration into the free world is something that can 
be contained. Mr. Kennan stated, in essence, that Communism can be con¬ 
tained by a "positive application of counter-force to a series of constant 
ly changing geographical shifts and maneuvers" of the Communists policy. 
Implied here is a belief that Soviet policy is by no means stable. It 
shifts according to opportunity and advantage. Realizing that the United 
States was guilty of racial segregation and discrimination, it was anti¬ 
cipated that Soviet Russia would maneuver its policy to champion human 
rights and condemn colonialism whenever the opportunity was afforded. Such 
maneuvering enabled the Communists to make great advances. The United 
States could have, in many instances stopped Soviet advances by abolishing 
racial segregation and discrimination. In this connection Mr. Kennan said 
It would be an exaggeration to say that American behavior 
unassisted and alone could exercise a power of life and death 
over the Communist movement and bring about the early fall of 
Soviet power in Russia. But the United States has it in its 
power to increase enormously the strains under which Soviet pol¬ 
icy must operate, to force upon the Kremlin a far greater degree 
of moderation and circumspection than it has had to observe in 
1 
Congressional Record, 8lst Cong. 1st sess. (daily edition, June 9, 
19U9 ), p. A2?ii7. 
2 
George F. Kennan, American Diplomacy (1900-1950) (Chicago, 1951) 
p. 102. 
3 
recent years, and in this way to promote tendencies which must 
eventually find their outlet in either the break-up or the gradual 
mellowing of Soviet power.1 
This issue of Soviet-American relations is in essence a test of the 
over all worth of the United States as a nation among nations. To avoid 
destruction, the United States needs only to measure up to its own best 
2 
traditions and prove itself worthy of preservation as a nation. The 
United States has been looked upon as a champion of democracy. It has been 
considered the country which ikvored freedom and liberty of oppressed and sub¬ 
jugated people. As a result, racial segregation in the United States has 
become an international issue. No longer is it an exclusive concern of 
the United States. It occupies the close attention of countries all over 
the glove—China, India, Russia, and various colonial states of Africa and 
South America. It is not likely to decline in importance. On the contrary, 
it will weaken America's influence until such time as she achieves some 
fundamental resolution of the conflict between her democratic values and 
her undemocratic treatment of more than fifteen million Negroes and other 
minority groups.-^ Evidence of the growing importance of this question is 
everywhere at hand.^ 
Not only is a large body of Americans, including practically all Ne¬ 
groes and many whites of various religious, social and plitical convictions, 
demanding a more equitable solution to America's domestic racial problems, 
but throughout the world the United States is beihg judged on the basis of 




Ibid., p. 121. 
3 
Wilson Record, op. cit., pp. 1-25. 
h 
Ibid., p. 29. 
h 
in Bombay* The existence of our ghettos is known to the Chinese peasant 
and the South African mine worker, even though Americans continue to ig¬ 
nore it.-*- 
Today America is appealing to such peoples for support in her world 
wide opposition to what many may regard as a repugnant ideology; she seeks 
their support against a dire threat to her national interest and to the 
democratic potentials of other countries. She is making promises. She is 
offering guns, some butter, and a little hope, but the non-white races 
over the world are likely to Judge America by what she does in the domestic 
situation and not by what she says; specifically their loyalities and de¬ 
cisions will be shaped in part by what is done about the race question here 
at home. As the world becomes smaller, America’s friends and enemies can¬ 
not only read about her short comings, but they can experience them first 
hand. Many of them-black or yellow or of some other color-do not like 
what they experience.^ 
It appears that the Communists have a well thought out plan to engulf 
the entire world gradually. If the Communist influence is to be contained 
by the United States it seems logical to believe that no condition that is 
favorable to its success can be ignored. A comprehensive study should be 
made of the basic conditions that are favorable to the Communist influence. 
Once these conditions are learned, whether they are national or internation¬ 
al, positive action should be taken to remove them whenever possible. 
1 
Roger N. Baldwin, "International Outlook for Civil Rights," Annals of 
the American Academy of Political Science, (May, 1951), p. 155» 
2 
Congressional Record, 8lst. Cong. 2d sess. (daily edition, March 2h» 
1950), p. 5567. 
CHAPTER II 
"KE BASIC FACTS OF THE SPREADING OF COMMUNISM 
The free world will not question the fact that the tide of Marxian 
Communism is spreading at a disturbingly rapid pace. Unless it is ef¬ 
fectively checked it seems to be only a matter of time before it engulfs 
the whole world. It has brought about such sweeping changes that the de¬ 
mocracies cannot help being startled at the revolutionary reshaping of 
the order of political thought. 
The present economic and social conditions of the so-called "criti¬ 
cal areas" of the world will continue to provide favorable soil for the 
growth of the Communist conspiracy. C ommunism thrives in conditions of 
unrest, misery, poverty, depression, ignorance, and instability. It waxes 
strong where man is exploited by his fellows, and where those who are be¬ 
ing exploited have nothing to lose but their chains. 
Except for regimes imposed by Soviet intervention, the Communists 
have capitalized on the struggle for freedom among people long depressed by 
poverty and injustice, promising revolutionary changes through more simple 
2 
understandable measures than the western democratic world has yet offered. 
These revolutionary promises have produced vast and conflicting changes in 
the conceptions and practices of civil, political, and human rights among 
- 
Kurna Prem, "Will India Fall to the Communists," America, June 20, 
1953, p. 318. 
2 
Roger N. Baldwin, "International Outlook for Civil Rights," Annals 
of the American Academy of Political Science, (May, 1951), p. 155. 
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the world’s peoples. A third of them now live under Communist dictator¬ 
ship, as compared with a sixth before the war. Another third live under 
democratic rule, as compared with a fourth before the war. A sixth live 
under old forms of single party rule as compared with a third before the 
war. The final sixth live under colonial regimes, as compared with a third 
before the war. Thus, the peoples living under either communism or dem¬ 
ocracy have greatly increased, and those under reactionary and colonial 
regimes sharply diminished.^ 
Max Yergan states, in essence, that Point Four and other organiza¬ 
tions of that nature have value. ’’Certainly anything that foundations and 
philanthropic bodies do” with regard to helping education and improving 
agriculture have great value in controlling the minds of men. ’’But one 
of the big tilings that the United States must do with regard to the non- 
Caucasian peoples of the world is to capture their minds and give them 
2 
evidence of her interest in what they think.” 
To Yergan, frustrated egos are much more responsible for subversive 
developments than empty stomachs. He stated that "the usual argument is 
that it is only hunger and want which account for the spread of communism, 
but when you really make a study of it you will find that it is frustrated 
egos, something that has been done to the inner qualities of man.” He 
believes that that is where the United States made its mistake in Asia. The 




Max Yergan, "Africa: Next Goal of the Communists," United States News 
and World Report, May 1, 1953, pp. 52-63. 
Ibid., p. 6U. 
7 
would be material aid. It is not working therej it will not work else¬ 
where in the non-Caucasian world.''' 
However, to place more emphasis on frustrater egos than on "empty 
stomachs" or material aid is a debatable strategy. It is an opinion that 
there is no one condition, which is favorable to spreading of communism, 
that is more important than another. If the Uhited States had discontinued 
material aid to the peoples of Asia and concentrated on winning their sup¬ 
port by practicing racial equality, the Communist would have still enjoyed 
an equal or greater lead than he enjoys today. The Communists simply looked 
for a weak spot in America's Asian policy. Whatever that weak spot was 
they exploited it to the highest* 
Lester B. Granger, director of the National Urban League, has stated 
that the Communist influence could be stopped if America was willing to 
deprive them of their propaganda weapon. He said that this country stood 
"ashamed before the world because its racial practices did not accord with 
its professions of democratic idealism." It was this stubborn straying 
from America's national ideal that the Communist Party was able to use ef¬ 
fectively throughout the world. The Communists did not force the weapon 
they used against the United States. The United States placed it in their 
2 
hands. 
Communism professes to offer equality and security to all. It is com¬ 
mon belief that it gives neither. Many years of poor treatment and racial 
persecution have left subjugated peoples in conditions that caused them to 




Senate Hearings, Communist Infiltration Into Minorities Groups. 8lst 
Cong*, 2nd sess. (19h9)> P» ^6, 
8 
no hope of equality.^ America should have realized that this lack of 
trust in colonialism eliminated all competition for control of the minds 
of subjugated peoples except democracy and communism. If democracy was 
to become a leader in this movement, there should have been a retliinking 
of the essentials of democracy, a reaffirmation of its spiritual basis and 
of all that was consequent upon it in human liberty and brotherhood. 
Communism is essentially a faith. It can ultimately be driven out by 
a positive policy that will create a feeling of dignity in the minds of 
the suppressed peoples. It must be a policy which supports the inalienable 
rights of men.2 
The Quest for Freedom 
Assuming that the changes in the conception of civil, political, and 
human righ+s will continue at the rapid pace set in the first half of the 
twentieth century, within the next few years all conceptions, except democ¬ 
racy and communism will have faded in the back pages of histoiy. This means 
that the United States can no longer give aid and comfort to the colonial 
powers of the west by maintaining a "hands off" policy when those powers 
attempt to quench native resistance to colonial rule. The fall of China 
to the Communists in I9I4.8 and the recent conflict in Indo-China should have 
indicated that colonialism was a burden too heavy for the containment poli¬ 
cy to endure. 
Nationalism seems to be the commonly accepted word to describe the un¬ 
quenchable quest for freedom throughout Asia and Africa.^ The United States 
_ 




Virginia Thompson, Government and Nationalism in South East Asia (New 
York, 19li9), p. 17. 
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must, therefore, take a positive stand against colonialism and support the 
quest for freedom throughout the world* Nationalism in one sense of the 
term is an attempt on the part of a racial group of people who have common 
customs, common language, common religion and common origin, to join to¬ 
gether to fight for a common cause. It usually becomes most active when 
a group of people of the same race and origin is governed by another racial 
group different from their cwn.^ 
Those political entities which have achieved sovereignty since World 
War II are seeking to preserve and strengthen it. Those which are under 
tutelage as "dependent areas" seethe with newly awakened nationalism and 
aspire to be sovereign. Independence is the battle cry of colonial peo¬ 
ple everywhere. Some are resorting to arms, others to more peaceful maans, 
as a steady procession of them, chiefly in the East, have marched toward 
sovereignty? the Philippines, India and Pakistan, Israel, Jordan, Syria 
2 
and Lebanon, Burma, Ceylon, Nepal and Indonesia. 
At the same time, more than eighty areas of the world, with a popu¬ 
lation of one hundred and eighty million, continue to be governed by eleven 
3 
of the sovereign nations or states of the world. It is toward such areas 
as the above mentioned that the "containment policy" was mainly directed. 
It has been stated that the peoples of the colonial areas desire to 
be free and independent of European domination. Those areas which have 
received their independence desire to be treated as equals among other na¬ 
tions of the world* 
1 
Ibid., p. 19. 
2 
Ibid., p. 20. 
3 
L. L. Leonard, International Organizations (New York, 19î>l), p. 9* 
10 
Ideas do not stand still* Either they grow in influence or waste 
away* As justice Holmes once put it, "every idea is an incitement? it 
offers itself for belief and if believed it is acted upon unless some 
other belief outweighs it or some failure of energy stifles the move¬ 
ment at its birth."'*' That is what the idea of equality has been to other 
non-Caucasian nations of the world? it has incited them to become free and 
equal. The Communists understood this and made the most of their advant- 
O 
ages* Where democracy held back the Communists moved forward. That is 
why it is important for the United States not to give aid and comfort to 
those colonial powers, such as France and England, that are faced with a 
grave spirit of nationalism. 
It is not true that the subjugated peoples desire to be free for the 
sake of being free. They desire to be free of the "white man's" domina¬ 
tion* Equality is their major objectives. Subjugated peoples desire to 
be in an atmosphere in which they can feel like men among men. When the 
United States supports France in Indo-China or ignores South Africa, this 
country stands to be judged by them as a supporter of white supremacy. 
The Communist who is always sure to side with the colonials simply points 
to America's practices of domestic segregation and discrimination. He 
does it with so much concern and accuracy that the colonials are nearly 
always convinced that their views of America are correct. 
United States Standing in the East 
Of all major countries in the world the United States has by law most 
deliberately insulted all Asian people by declaring them unfit for immigra- 
 Ï  
Quoted in A. Powell Davies, "Democracy As A Universal Purpose" New 
Republic (March, 19f>l), p. ii. g 
New York Times, October 19, 19^0, p. 33. 
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tion and citizenship. Far over twenty years, from the passage of the Ori¬ 
ental Exclusion Act of 1921; until 19k5> America served notice on over half 
of mankind that they were not racially qualified to associate with this 
country, professing a racial principle wholly opposed to its democratic 
ideals but in line with the dominant powers of the world.^ In this con¬ 
nection -:oger N. Baldwin said: 
In Japan during 19k7, I heard repeated statements from high Japa¬ 
nese authorities, fermer ambassadors to the United States, that 
the 192li act did more than any other single factor to break the 
bond of friendship with the American people and to set Japan on 
the road to anti-Americanism. Few people know the simple basic 
facts of our insulting racial exclusion of oriental people from 
immigration and citizensliip. 
The exclusion of Orientals does not reflect majority American think¬ 
ing. It reflects the powerful pressure of economic groups in organized 
labor, west coast farmers and race baiters. Oriental peoples are not un¬ 
aware of these and other discriminations in American law and practice. 
They are commented on very frequently in the press; almost every man in 
public life will speak of them to an American with regret and some amuse¬ 
ment that the world's leading democracy still tolerates such discrimina¬ 
tion. They know of America's land laws in the western states which, until 
a recent court decision in 1950, forbade ownership or leasing to residents 
who are ineligible for citizenship. They know the long standing restrict¬ 
ions of residence through housing covenants and the consequent creation of 
"Chinatowns" and "Little Tokyos." They have heard of segregation of Orient' 
al children in public schools.^ They understand the discrimination in jobs 
1 
Robert M. Maclver, Discrimination and the National Welfare (New York, 
1938), p. 83. 
2 
Ibid., p. 89. 
3 
Ibid., p. 85-86. 
12 
which keeps Oriental college graduates at tasks far below their abilities.^- 
There is a new spirit and attitude in the Orient in relation to the 
United States and the West. The old order of empire is crumblihg and with 
it the assumption of western superiority and the white man's notion of God- 
given domination. Communist influence in the Orient, however dangerous to 
democracy, at least impresses Orientals with one aspect of democracy flout- 
O 
ed by the West—the equality of all peoples regardless of race. 
American credit in the Orient is still good, but it is compromised by 
our wll known racial discrimination toward those Orientals in our midst to 
whom we have shown such callous prejudice. Unitl America wipes every decla¬ 
ration of racial discrimination from her statue books, it is doubtful that 
she will be able to exercise moral authority—in the Orient or elsewhere— 
which should be hers as the greatest democracy in the world.3 
One of the most important things that can be done to win friends for 
the United States in Asia does not appear to have received much attention 
in the past. It does not cost anything in terms of money. Reference is made 
to the temperament or attitude of officials, both civilian and military, who 
have been sent to various Asian countries to serve in one capacity or an¬ 
other as United States' representatives.^ 
It is desirable and advantageous, of course, to choose officials who 
have a knowledge of facts relating to the people—their country, history, 




Ibid., pp. 89-86. 
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Ibid., p. 90. 
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"What can Dulles do to Win Friends in Asia?" United Nations World 
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the experience of some observers suggest that this is of secondary im¬ 
portance.^ 
It has been found, however, that American officials make friends or 
enemies by their attitude toward the people of the country in which they 
function. This might be due to a damaging defect in the personality and 
preconceptions of the officials concerned. That defect has several basic 
aspects £ racial prejudice, personal disposition and misunderstanding in 
2 
spite of education. 
It should be clear that in order to win friends for the United States 
in Asia, or elsewhere, it is important that in selecting officials emphasis 
should not be placed on techinical competence only, but on personal charac¬ 
teristics as well. Above all, it is necessary that they harbor no prejud- 
dice against people simply because the latter are of a different culture. 
The reaction of Asian people to American officials among them is not 
confined to the person alone. Among those people such officials are the 
personification of America. Native antagonism toward those officials is 
3 
antagonism toward America. Former Ambassador Chester Bowles suggested 
that in selecting a Point Four specialist for India he should not be tested 
for his professional competence, and his understanding of human beings, but 
he should be tested for his racial and religious attitudes 
Such a test might well be extended to all candidates for assignment 










Not only the specialist in his department, but the Secretary of 
State himself must know his world through personal contact and 
visits. The world includes Asia... As an Indian I would warmly 
advocate a personal contact between Mr. Dulles and some of our 
able official and non-official leaders in India who represent 
varied cross-currents of the country's culture. India being a 
hemispheric link between West and East offers some special op¬ 
portunities for insight both historical and contemporary. 
A good diagnosis is part of the cure. Most of the crucial problems 
of the Asian upsurge had already begun, and were acute before Marx was born. 
It has been stated that subversive infiltration and totalitarianism find 
easy access where imperial exploitation and Colonialism have weakned and 
confused the people. Siding with the British in Malaya or the French in 
Indo-China would be a symptomatic treatment. The deeper causes of discon¬ 
tent and nationalism liave to be recognized. America must therefore con- 
2 
vince this part of the world that Colonialism is gone for good. Therefore, 
the United States should give more attention to the opinions of the so- 
called radical Asian leaders. In this connection Marcelle Hitschman of the 
Pakistan Times, said:- 
We foreign correspondents covering the United Nations and the 
United States cannot tell Secretary Dulles and the American govern¬ 
ment what to do. But we can tell you what Asians feel about Ameri¬ 
can policy, and what they wish it were. Firstly, because so many 
of the Asian countries were colonies until very recently, they are 
automatically suspicious of the official bearer of the "white man's 
burden." Yesterday it was Britain, but today it is America. Second¬ 
ly, because so many Asian countries were colonies until recently 
they wish the United States listened less to those Asian leaders who 
agree with American policies and paid more attention to those who 
disagree. For there is a fact which must not be overlooked: Asian 
leaders who agree with United States policies—Japan's Yoshida, for 
example, have much less following in their own countries than those 
who disagree, such as India's Nehru. To stress the importance of 
listening to what dissenters have to say let me cite the classical 
1 
Ibid «, p. 10 • 
2 
Atlanta Constitution, July 20, 19^3, p. lit* 
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example. In 1950, the Indian government informed the United 
Stages government that the Chinese were determined to intervene 
in Korea if the United Nations forces crossed the 38th parallel. 
The advice was not heeded and the Chinese intervened. It was 
not heeded for many reasons but one of the reasons is part of 
another element in American thinking which irks the Asians; the 
belief that those backward Chinese would not dare fight the big 
strong civilized mechanized occidental man.1 2 3 
Politically speaking, "Asians just emerging from servitude want these 
things above alls the time to build théir new state; as peaceful relations 
as possible with nations of different ideologies; and freedom for other 
o 
nations still living in servitude." 
When the United States, on the one hand, tries to enroll them in a 
crusade of the free world against Communism, and on the other, sides with 
colonial powers when colonies fight for freedom, the Asians and under- 
•5 
standably so, are suspicious. 
Attitude of Africans Toward Segregation and 
Discrimination in the United States 
Like the colonial subjects of Asia, many of the African Colonial 
subjects seethe with newly awakened nationalism and aspire to be sover¬ 
eign. To them European rule is despicable. However it should be empha¬ 
sized that native reaction may vary from a peaceful approach in Nigeria 
to a violent approach in KenyaBut is is generally concluded that the 
bulk of native Africans are working toward the same end-freedom from 
European domination. In general, European countries which own colonies 
1 






Yergan, op. cit., p. 53* 
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in Africa are either encountering an uncontrollable wave of racial and 
economic unrest or a serious condition of nationalism.^" 
It has been stated that conditions of racial, social and economic 
unrest are favorable to the success of the growth of communism. It was 
therefore illogical to believe that the United States could separate 
herself from what was happening on the continent of Africa simply because 
she did not wish to insult a Herman Talmadge of Georgia or a James F. 
Byrnes of South Carolina by erasing all traces of racial inequality from 
her national scene in order to be able to condemn racial, social and 
economic inequality in Africa. It is generally believed that colonial¬ 
ism in Africa will ultimately end—not by choice, but by native force and 
persuasion. Whether the Africans accept democracy or communism as a way 
of life depends upon, among other things, the ability of the United States 
to live up to the principles of human dignity and brotherhood at home and 
abroad* 
The extent to which the racial issue here in the United States in¬ 
fluences the thinking in Africa is considerably great. Even some of the 
whites in Africa think that they are much farther ahead on the racial is¬ 
sue than the United States. In Africa there is no lynching. Lynching is 
dramatized in the overseas press. The Africans think that there is a 
lynching post on every corner in the United States. The Communist Press 
2 
has seen to it that that is the idea. 
Russian and Communist propaganda reaches Africans through various 





France, Britain, and the United States, and particularly organisations 
in Europe and America which pretend to be interested in Africans, but 
really serve as channels through which Russian Communist propaganda is 
transmitted—these all find their way into the hands of the Africans.^ 
These publications attack the European countries and particularly 
criticize the racial issue in the United States. The usual Communist 
jargon is used in classifying the Americans as imperalists, capitalists 
and haters of non-white races. They hold Russia up as the great friend of 
the oppressed and colonial peoples. Even Dr. W. E. B. Dubois, writing in 
defense of Paul Robeson's statement that "Negroes of America would never 
fight against Russia," said that of all countries, Russia alone had made 
race prejudice a crime; of all great imperalisms, Russia alone owned no 
colonies of dark serfs or white, and what is more important, had no in¬ 
vestments in colonies and was lifting no blood-soaked profits from cheap 
o 
labor in Asia and Africa. One may question Dr. Dubois on this issue, 
but what does it mean to the African who has been under European domina¬ 
tion all of his life who reads such statements made by one who has been 
proclaimed as one of America's foremost Negroes? Then, too, questioning Dr. 
Dubois would not be solving the racial issue which has been responsible 
for such a statement and its defense. 
African students coming to this country are shocked and embittered by 
the wide-spread racial prejudice they have found. This statement is based 
on a report of a study made under the auspices of the British and United 
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needs and ambitions of four hundred and ten native African students in 
the United States, the survey dealt with students who came from Algeria, 
Angola, Camerons, Ethiopia, Gold Coast, Kenya, Liberia, Morocco, Nigeria, 
Sierra Leone and Southern Rhodesia. The key figures in the survey were 
Dr. Ruth C. Sloan of the State Department and E. G. Cummings of the British 
colonial office.-*- 
Mr. Cummings reported that the rigid pattern of segregation in the 
Southern states created an undesirable atmosphere for the foreign stud¬ 
ents. They were exposed to some of America's worse race relations. Some 
of the students were said to have been "very much embittered by the treat¬ 
ment they received in New York." Many others savf little to distinguish 
2 
segregation in the South from discrimination in the North. 
Fortunately or unfortunately, those students are the ones, to some 
extent, who will go back to Africa and become leaders of their people. If 
American democracy is sold it will be sold by those same students who have 
experienced some of America's worst racial practices. 
Attitude Toward United States in Latin America 
In 19^2 and 1953 there was a "hate the United States" campaign which 
was being waged throughout the Latin American countries. Facts are suf¬ 
ficient to support the contention that racial segregation and discrimina¬ 
tion in the United States was responsible for conditions that gave birth 
to the above mentioned campaign. Russia, to a large extent, gave it impetus, 
Ï 




direction and consistency. If this campaign, which has already brought 
America's inter-American relations to a low ebb, is permitted to grow, 
it may cause America to lose the hemisphere juat as she lost China. 
Even if one Latin American country, regardless of how small, is 
taken over by the Communists it could serve as one of the greatest propa¬ 
ganda weapons the Communist could expect to obtain. This could, no doubt, 
be used to prove the weakness of American democracy. If American democra¬ 
cy cannot be accepted by her next door neighbors, Asians and Africans can 
be much more easily convinced of the superiority of Communism. 
The Commnnists employed the same tactics in Latin America that they 
used in Asia and Africa. They attempted to create chaos; to divide nation 
against nation and class against class; to destroy popular hope for the 
attainment of true democracy; to foment rancor against the United States 
because in Latin America the United States promises always to support lib¬ 
erty have proven false and because the four freedoms no longer mean any¬ 
thing; to convince people that dictator and disruputable government only 
exist in this hemisphere due to America giving them arms and military 
training; and, finally, to convert the -untutored, and confused masses into 
instruments for sabotage and revolution.'*' 
It has been stated that race discrimination played more than an insig¬ 
nificant role in influencing the attitude of the Latin Americans toward the 
United States. It had a tremendous bearing on the "hate the United States 
campaign." Statistics show that the American world is made up of races, a 
majority of which is not Caucasian by reactionary American standard, and 
a large minority of which is not Caucasian at all. Mexico, for example, 
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is eighty-five percent Indian by race, and proud of it» The West Indies, 
including the Republic of %iti and the Lesser Antilles, has a population 
which is more than ninety percent Negro. The island of Trinidad in the 
Guianas has a small white population, the rest being Negro, and Mongolian. 
Bolivia, Equador and Peru are predominantly Indian. Brazil has a popula¬ 
tion much like that of the United States—that is to say, a large majority 
of whites of European origin with a Negro and mixed blood population 
roughly comparable to that which exiits in the United States.^" These coun¬ 
tries do not practice race discrimination as a national habit. A person 
belonging to the Negro race in Mexico, or Bolivia, and a Negro in Brazil, 
or Jamaica, is not a second class citizen. When he is subjected to race 
discrimination in the United States, it is not merely an affront to his 
racial identification; it is an affront to his country as well. The re¬ 
percussion of each incident backfires into each country involved; the 
2 
wounds created take years to heal. 
The American countries are tied together, by the so-called "Good Neigh¬ 
bor Policy." This policy, though of world-wide application, received its 
principal effect in the western hemisphere, and is one of the ties by 
which the American family of nations is linked for their common welfare, 
Ehunciation of this policy in 1933 and its prompt application by Secretary 
of State Cordell Hull at the Montevideo conferences in that year revolu¬ 
tionized our relations with the other twenty republics of America. A unity 
was achieved which was based on the unilateral Monroe Doctrine. From 
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1933 on, the Pan-American unity became a living fact* This fact finally 
crystallized in the so-called "Act of Chapulepec," a declaration of mutual 
guarantee against attacks, worked out at Mexico City in 19U5> which in turn 
became a binding hemisphere agreement when it was embodied in the Treaty 
, 1 
of Rio de Janeiro in 1947» 
One of the cardinal principles which makes possible the Pan-American 
reality is a common ground reached at Lima in 1938 and repeated in various 
declarations at Pan-American meetings since that time. This principle is 
that the American republics shall at all times recognize the essential dig- 
2 
nity of the human being in all of its aspects. However, a little investi¬ 
gation will show that this principle has not always been practiced by the 
United States toward its Latin American neighbors. 
A foreign minister of Haiti arrived in the United States on an im¬ 
portant mission. It so happened that some years before he had been in¬ 
vited to this country, and had had the experience of being thrown off a 
train in Alabama. An Inter-American conference was called in 19^8 to meet 
at Biloxi, Mississippi. The duly accredited diplomatic delegate of one 
of the invited countries was excluded from the hotel in which the conference 
was being held. During World War II, the allied forces drove Mussolini's 
invading troops out of Abyssinia, whose reconstructed government the United 
States promptly recognized. Envoys from Abyssinia reached Washington, and 
until the State Department got to work, were denied admission to ary first 
rate living quarters. Not long after, the wife of the governor of a great 
French territory on an official visit to the United States was denied admis¬ 
sion to a dining car on her trip North to be entertained at the White House. 
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A re!?, tive of the president of a neighboring republic went into a cocktail 
room in Florida; the management undertook to throw him out; in the ensuing 
fray he was killed*"1" There seems to be no end to such happenings. However, 
the main point here is that the Latin American people have experienced 
segregation and discrimination "first class." Not only has the common man 
in the street experienced it, but some of the highest officials have ex¬ 
perienced it too. The recent Communist activity in Guatemala should dem¬ 
onstrate that material aid is not enough to convert the Latin Americans 
to the ideals of United States democracy. They must also be comforted with 
a feeling of equality. 
In his recent volume of lectures delivered in the United States, the 
eminent Brazilian writer Gilberto Freyre sheds light on what might be the 
active thinking in all Latin America. He declared? 
Ihe Soviet Union and frazil, though fundamentally different 
in their conception of social and economic organization, will 
probably join in the near future as leaders in a movement to¬ 
ward making of racial equality an international issue similar to 
the one that united such different communities as China and Japan 
in 1919. 
In spite of the fact that the American countries are tied together 
by the so-called "Good Neighbor Policy," it appears that the Latin Ameri¬ 
cans have in some instances, looked upon the United States as being a giant 
enemy rather than a neighbor. As a result, the Good Neighbor Policy, with¬ 
in the last decade, has existed only in theory. One may gather from Dr. 
Freyre's statement concerning a union with Soviet Russia a feeling that the 
people of Latin America have no faith in the United States' ability to live 
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up to principles of the Pan-American Union~to recognize the essential 
dignity of the human being in all of its aspects. This lack of trust 
probably has been responsible for the anti-United States feeling that 
has colored Latin America. 
CHAPTER III 
POSITION OF UNITED STATES ON INTERNATIONAL 
HUMAN RIGHTS 
The United Nations and Color 
American representatives to the united Nations who have been will¬ 
ing to express their opinions on the impact of the racial issue are in 
general agreement that the racial issue is the scale on which American 
democracy is being weighed. In a world that is relentlessly being forced 
to choose its ideology, it is important to note that forty member nations 
of the United Nations hare a majority of colored people. Twenty of these 
nations are represented in the United Nations by colored delegates who 
daily run the risk of being accorded the same treatment given the Ameri¬ 
can Negro.^ Dr. Pillri of India said, in an appeal to the Secretary Gen¬ 
eral of the United Nations : 
If the belief that there is to be one standard of treatment 
for white races and another for non-white continues to gain 
strength among the latter, the future solidarity among the mem¬ 
bers of the United Nations, and consequently for world peace, will 
indeed be derk*^ 
To say that Dr. Pillri expressed the feelings of the delegates of all 
non-white member nations of the United Nations, cannot be supported here with 
facts. However there are indications and facts to support a belief that 
there is a considerable amount of pressure being placed on the members of 
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the United Nations by the non-white members for the enactment of universal 
human rights* It is ama æ.ng to summarize the advances toward laying the 
ground work for universal human rights. The advances have been mainly in 
keeping with the expressed desires and insistence of the millions of non¬ 
whites the world over. 
1. A universal Declaration of Human Rights was adopted by an over¬ 
whelming vote and with great enthusiasm by the United Nations Assembly 
in 19^8. 
2. A convention on human rights to follow up the Declaration by a 
legally binding document with provisions for international action is be¬ 
ing worked out by the United Nations. 
3. A convention to promote freedom in gathering and transmitting 
news by radio and news reels lias been adopted by the General Assembly 
which was charged with drafting a further convention on freedom of infor¬ 
mation by the same media within the nations. 
U. A convention punishing the crime of genocide was unanimously 
adopted by the I9U8 world assembly* 
5. Thousands of political and other refugees from tryannical govern¬ 
ments or those displaced by war are protected by special agencies of the 
United Nations, which guard their rights and is to maintain them until 
resettlement. 
6* Certain non-self governing peoples have been placed under United 
Nations trusteeship, with protection of their civil rightsj all others con¬ 
trolled by member states are the objects of reports to the United Nations 
and are encouraged to look forward toward ultimate independence. 
7. A European bill of rights with a special commission to examine, 
26 
and a court to hear, complaints of violations has been adopted by the 
council of Europe.'*' 
These unprecedented advances do not fully represent all the ground work 
done in extending human rights. 
The incentives for a wide range of new activities and proposals are 
to be found both in the slogans and underlying purposes of the war against 
fascism and in the revolutionary upheavals since the war. Demands for ex¬ 
tended popular rights have marked the whole series of national independ¬ 
ence struggles of the colonial peoples. Racial subjection of darker peo¬ 
ples has become a living political issue in the revolt against "White Su- 
„2 
premacy." 
The grow+h of trade unions and the rise of socialist or labor govern¬ 
ments—or leading opposition parties, have greatly expanded the popular 
base of participation in government, with a consequent expansion of all 
human rights. Not only do governments reflect these changes, but hundreds 
of private citizen agencies throughout the world exert the same pressure 
for human rights action. 
Thus, the Communists nations in the United Nations dare not oppose 
the various human rights declarations. They either abstain from voting 
or rest their opposition on the ground that such domestic arrangements 
are not subject to international interference or control.^ The democratic 
world*s championship of human rights is hindered in its appeal to the 
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world’s peoples by alliances with anti-Communists which flouts in prac¬ 
tices the very rights which it professes to be defending."^ 
An effort to write into international law the rights of individuals 
with sanctions to secure observance is so startling to the United States 
representatives that it has prompted unusual caution. There are simply 
too few States willing to observe common standards* 
In working out a practical solution to the problem of international 
action, the pressures for a broadly conceived system of human rights are 
now stronger than ever. The United States, despite its original sponsor¬ 
ship of human rights and its early enthusiasm, is now, unfortunately, 
among the cautious. In assembly debates on Human Rights its delegates are 
almost isolated in a minority on some of the critical issues. This unhap¬ 
py position of the United States delegates is obviously influenced by their 
justified fear that the United Spates Senate, hostile to domestic civil 
rights, would never ratify a covenant with advance provisions as those pro- 
o 
posed by other nations. 
It can readily be seen that the United Nations has not failed tc keep 
pace with the desire for human equality as expressed by the non-white world 
However, it is to be regretted that the United States found it impossible 
to identify itself with those who favor human equality in the world organi¬ 
zation. Domestic segregation and discrimination are the underlying reasons 
Smbarrassment Suffered by the United States 
in United Nations Human Rights Division 
The United States has suffered what many considered as being unneces- 
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sary embarrassment in the Human Rights Division of the United Nations. The 
embarrassment suffered can, in many instances, be connected with domestic 
racial practices. Mary agree that these practices are without foundation. 
It was a day after the opening session of the United Nations General 
Assembly in 195)1, the session which would, among other items, study a draft 
of the covenant of Human Rights. Dean Acheson, our Secretary of State at 
that time, had made a speech referring to human rights, calling upon na¬ 
tions for action and chiding those behind the Iron Curtain for their denial 
of these rights to the people within their borders. Hardly had the Acheson 
words circled the globe before six shots from a sheriff's gun in Lake county 
Florida, U.S.A., had made the Secretary of State look a bit more embarrassé!. 
Sheriff Willie McCall, on November 6, 195>1, was carrying two Negro prisoners 
from the state prison to a town of Tavares, where on November 7, they were 
scheduled to get a new trial ordered by the United States Surprme Court. He 
killed one and shot the other.^ 
Andrei Vishinsky, chief Soviet delegate to the United Nations, had a 
comment to make on the shooting. He said in effect, that America had a 
nerve talking about human rights and upbraiding other nations while Negroes 
were shot down by an officer of the law while in custody. Two replies to 
Mr. Vinshinsky were quick—one from our Dr. Charming Tobias, alternate dele¬ 
gate at Paris, and one from a Canadian spokesman whose name was not listed. 
Both pointed out that government officers in Russia commit murders every 
day like that in Florida.^ 
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All of this is true, but that did not answer Mr. Vishinskyj it did 
not refute his basic contention which was thatf those nations which pose 
as free democratic states where all citizens are supposed to enjoy free¬ 
dom, equality and human dignity, must prove themselves not by what they 
say, or what scorn they heap upon others, but by what they do within their 
own borders."*- A Soviet delegate to the United Nations, Mr.Z. P. Borisov, 
proposed to a United Nations sub-commission on minorities and discrimina¬ 
tion a plan to make advocacy of racial or religious discrimination a pun¬ 
ishable crime. The action was preceded by a long attack on the United 
States and on the United States representative, Jonathan Daniel, of Raleigh, 
North Carolina. He recited figures of American lynch ings, commented on the 
number of Negroes living under discrimination, and quoted from American 
authors to support his argument. He charged Mr. Daniel with seeking to 
p 
defend discrimination against Negroes. Mr. Borisov said that four thous¬ 
and lynchings occurred in the United States up to 1Q27 and that forty had 
occurred since D-Day,mostly in the South which he called "home land of 
lynching."3 
Mr. Daniels replied that he could not review the situation in interi- 
u 
or Russia as thoroughly as Mr. Borisov had done that in the United States. 
He suggested that the proposal was out of place in the sub-commission, be¬ 
longing rather with that dealing with freedom of opinion. 
Even though the Borisov proposal was defeated, it is significant to 










tions are non-white; those countries which abstained either had colonies 
or were closely connected with colonial powers, but had no domestic ra¬ 
cial conflict. None of these countries, including Nationalist China, was 
in the Communist orbit. Yet they sided with the Communists on the racial 
question*^" 
Three days before the Soviet proposal and the attack on the United 
States and Mr. Daniel, November 26, 19U7* Mr* Daniel had proposed a plan 
which would establish a "Small Committee" of three members to offer assist¬ 
ance to the government to which complaints are lodged by the United Na¬ 
tions for violations of the rights of individuals of minority groups. None 
of the members of the "Small Committee" would have been nationals of the 
state affected or of any neighboring state. Any government declaring a 
problem to be purely internal would have had the right to refuse the com¬ 
mittee’s assistance.^ This would have, in effect, made the "Small Com¬ 
mittee" plan useless because all states which practice racial or religious 
discrimination declare the problem to be purely internal. 
Andrei Y. Vishinsky had an intriguing method of placing the Uhited 
States on the spot. His main sally concerned the interpretation of the 
United Nations' charter. The question came up in the United Nations Assem¬ 
bly in October I9U6. India had complained about the treatment of her na¬ 
tionals, or former nationals, by South Africa. South Africa maintained 
that the issue was domestic and should be of no concern to India or the 
United Nations. At this point Mr. Vinshinsky intervened on the side of 
India. He said: 
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This is a question for the United Nations, not only because 
there is an international treaty regulating the treatment of form¬ 
er Indian nationals in South Africa, but also because the United 
Nations is obligated to promote respect for human rights all over 
the world• 
This, of course, pleased the Indians. One of them remarked that the 
Indian people would remember Mr. Vishinsky’s cooperation, but it disturbed 
many other persons, including some Americans who turned pale or bright red 
at the thought that if Mr. Vishinsky was correct, the United Nations might 
have power to discuss the "human rights and fundamental freedoms" of the 
O 
Negroes in America. 
Mr. Yinshinsky stated the case clearly enough. He emphasized that 
there was an international treaty between India and South Africa, that there 
was a dispute between these two countries over that treaty, and that India, 
therefore, had every right to intervene in the case. So far most of the 
•3 
legal minds agree with him.' 
Supporting General Carlos P. Roimilos of the Philippine Islands who 
insisted, on November 26, I9I16, that the United Nations look into the South 
African racial practices, Andrei A. Gromyko of Russia and Mrs. Vijaya 
Lakshmi Pandit of India, debated basic questions related to the case. 
"The United Nations moist exterminate the plague of racism," Mr. Gro¬ 
myko said. He opposed referring the dase to the international court. He 
said that racism is a trick of aggressive nations.^4 He, therefore, sup¬ 
ported India's request that the General Assembly order South Africa to 
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reform and report on its progress at the assembly’s next meeting. The 
United States supported a plan to submit the issue to the international 
court for an "advisory opinion." This action left the United States vul¬ 
nerable to charges of wide spread racial and religious discrimination by 
Jan Drahojowski of Poland. He spoke on behalf of Hungary, Bulgaria, and 
Rumania, whose countries were accused of violating their peace treaties in 
the suppression of fundamental liberties and human rights.-*- The culminat¬ 
ing point of Mr. Drahojowski's speech was a direct quotation from the ad¬ 
dress made by United States representative Benjamin Cohen, a day earlier, 
which in its original context applied to the Soviet satellites. However, 
the Polish representative directed it against the United States. It reads 
"Governments which do not respect the basic human rights of their peoples 
are not likely to respect the rights of other governments." 
The Polish delegate maintained "that even the most superficial knowl¬ 
edge of discrimination in the United States is enough to recognize the 
prevalence of anti-semitism and the hardships endured by Americans of Afri¬ 
can descent. Human Rights are denied in no less than two hundred and 
eighty-three contradictions between state and federal laws," the speaker 
said, offering to recite his references.^ 
In this case, as in others, the United States was quick to retaliate, 
but to accuse Russia of human slavery did not answer the current Communist 
cry in the United Nations, and throughout the world, that it is the policy 
of the American Government to deny Negroes their rights, and to destroy them 
physically through discrimina ion, segregation, terror and murders. As con- 
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eluded in an editorial of the December 19h9 issue of the Crisis the answer 
lay in action to abolish racial inequalities, action to jail and punish 
the McCalls, action resolute and continuing, to implement American Democra¬ 
cy in America. The skeptics in Asia, Africa, Latin America and the cap¬ 
tive students of democracy in western Europe could not hear what the United 
States representatives were saying for what the McCalls were doing. 
It is generally known that the General Assembly of the United Nations 
is, in essence, a forum for propaganda. Therefore the Communists have at¬ 
tempted to deal with whatever issue they felt would arouse the greatest 
number of members of the Assembly. Since a majority of the members of the 
Assembly represents countries whose populations are predominantly non-white, 
racial discrimination is, naturally, a very touchy subject. It is no wonder, 
then, that the Communists have been able to state with such accuracy the 
things happening in the United States with regard to race. They have spec¬ 
ialized in American racial problems. As a result the United States has suf¬ 
fered great embarrassment. 
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CHAPTER IV 
INTERNATIONAL VIEWS ON AMERICA'S RACIAL PRACTICES 
Foreign Visitors and Observers 
Whether we deny it or not, we cannot hide the fact that America’s 
domestic racial policies are not ignored by foreign visitors and observ¬ 
ers. However, the reaction in Europe may not be the same as in Asia and 
Africa."*- Europeans accuse us of hypocrisy, since they do not experience 
jim crow and personal insult on visits to the United States of America. 
Orientals, on the other hand, charge us with class racism and insincerity 
out of their first hand experience with white domination, either in Asia 
or in the United States. The same is true with Africans. 
Two comments, one from Europeans and the other from an Indian, point 
up this reaction. Six members from a German Civil Liberties Union made a 
three month's tour of the United States and then returned to New York where 
they met with members of the American Civil Liberties Union to talk over 
their findings. The Germans issued a joint statement in which they empha¬ 
sized the fact that America's chief fault was her dealing with racial mi¬ 
norities, especially Negroes. The other statement came from an Indian 
publisher. She said that no amount of explanation could justify the United 
States Negro problem to an Asiatic. Then she added that Russia could easi¬ 
ly exploit this "chink" in America's democratic armor. The Negro problem 
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is a luxury America can no longer afford. It prevents her from offering 
1 
dynamic leadership to the non-white world. 
Vic Reinemer, who attended the world youth and Student Festival of 
19l|8, held in Hungary, stated that there was an exhibition which contained 
displays from each of the participating countries. The American display 
featured among other things, a picture of the Statue of Liberty behind bars. 
2 
It also showed a hooded figure hanging a Negro. He further stated that: 
One of our visitors from a foreign delegation was my German 
friend Erich. We talked and he praised the Soviet system generally. 
Also he criticized the United States ratiier severely, and some¬ 
times in my opinion, justly. Anti-Negro bias was one of the things 
he held most against us. But there were some things, too, upon 
which he'd been misinformed. He thought, for example, most Ameri¬ 
can farmers were still in the dust bowl era, and that the Hu KLux 
Klan was virtually an arm of our Government. He was surprised to 
hear the truth.3 
Vic Reinemer was attempting to show the extent to which the Communists 
had exploited the United States domestic racial issue. As he stated, some 
of their accusations were true and some were untrue. It is an opinion 
that truth has not ever been a virtue of the Communists. Even if it were, 
there would hâve been very little change in the type of reports on the 
racial issue that the foreigner received from the Communist press, A 
Communist author, Ilya Ehrenburg, in an account of his tour of the United 
States, wrote what he called "the hierarchy of race in America and the 
wide spread of discrimination against Negroes." Mr. Ehrenburg noted the 
contradiction between "Anti-Semitism and the spirit with which the sons 
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and brothers of people in that group died in war to save the exponents of 
radical supremacy." 
He also said that there were "twelve million of them (Negroes) in the 
United States and it is possible to say that one of every ten Americans 
is deprived of all human rights." He hammered at Southern plantation 
owners who "confuse themselves with the late Czar Nicholas and God." 
"Although all Americans, who are sons and grandsons of immigrants, 
feel themselves to be Americans," Mr. Ehrenburg said, "a racial hierarchy 
has been established. "The aristocracy is English, Scotch and Irish," he 
wrote. The Scandinavians and Germans follow, then the Jews; much lower the 
Italians and still lower are the Chinese, and still lower Puerto Ricans. 
Finally at the bottom of the ladder, Negroes." In discussing anti-Semi¬ 
tism, he reported that, "it is so common that many do not notice it5" 
adding that, "it seems to them quite natural that in some institutions 
only Aryans are given work or that Jews are not admitted to some hotels."1 
Some members of a women's group in Tokyo, Japan viewed with skepti¬ 
cism a paper read by one of them praising the United States for setting up 
a democracy in Japan. One of them is reported to have said: "How can we 
trust those who proclaim in our constitution ideas which they do not prac¬ 
tice in their own land? In the United States there is racial discrimina¬ 
tion against the Negro, for one thing, and against our entry on a quota 
system such as others have." Another one said: 
I cannot applaud a speech which asks allegiance to the United 
States while they have a color line that makes all words about 
equality a hypocrisy. We had three pamphlets left at our door this 
1 
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morning giving reports about how Negroes and Jews and Japanese have 
been treated in the United States.^ 
There is very little error to be found in the two examples given. The 
cold fact is that the foreigner can be given the true facts of America*s 
racial practices and his impression will be about the same. To say that 
such opinions had adverse effects on the containment policy needs no 
elaboration. 
In consulting the embassies of several foreign countries, it was found 
that, although a majority of them were quick to point out the domestic 
practices of internal United States of America were none of their concern, 
the European embassies were not concerned or rather did not reply. Nearly 
all of the embassies contacted from Asia, Africa and South America replied. 
None of them condoned the practices. Two of them Indonesia and the Philip¬ 
pines, stated that some of their nationals had experienced some discrimi¬ 
nation. One of them, Brazil, could not understand "how such a problem 
2 
could occur." 
It seems reasonable to believe that foreign visitors and obssrvers 
are aeeply concerned about the racial practices in the United States. It 
cannot help but have some effect or influence on their thinking when they 
are put to a test of favoring democracy, as practiced by the united States, 
or communism, as practiced by Soviet Hussia. 
As previously stated, the reaction in Europe is not the same as it is 
in Asia and Africa. However, it can be seen that the focal point of the 
Containment Policy has been directed toward Asia and Africa. It is in 
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these areas that America's racial practices have been of most concern. 
The fact that the peoples from colonial areas have become irritated 
with the unjust treatments that they have received from European domination 
probably accounts for the concern that they have shown for America's ra¬ 
cial pattern. Besides becoming disillusioned with the inconsistency of 
this country's promises abroad and its practices at home, Asian and Afri¬ 
can visitors and observers iiave been very much displeased with the per¬ 
sonal experiences that they have encountered in America with regard to 
race. These people have reported, by various means, their experiences 
to the people of their countries. The extent to which these reports 
have influenced the masses is not positively known, but one can reason 
that those people who are sensitive to rqce have not been favorably im¬ 
pressed. 
CHAPTER ? 
IMPACT AS SEEN BY KEY STATE DEPARTMENT 
LEADERS AND OTHER AUTHORITIES 
Leaders of the State Department, some of the members of Congress 
and other authorities who have studied the international aspect of Ameri¬ 
ca's domestic racial practices have been almost consistent in their re¬ 
ports. Nearly all of them have maintained that the racial practices of 
this country is the number one problem in trying to create good will 
abroad. The most convincing statement to that effect comes from Dean Ache- 
son, former Secretary of State. The statement referred to was issued to 
a Senate Sub-Committee on Education and Labor in 19^9• Mr. Acheson was 
emphasizing the importance of the enactment of Fair Employment legislation 
by the Congress of the United States. His statement was as follows; 
The existence of discrimination against minority groups in 
this country has an adverse affect upon our relations with other 
countries. We are reminded over and over by some foreign news¬ 
papers and spokesmen that our treatment of various minorities 
leaves much to be desired. While sometimes these pronouncements 
are exaggerated and unjustified, they all too frequently point 
with accuracy to some form of discrimination because of race, 
creed, or color, or national origin. Frequently we find it next 
to impossible to formulate a satisfactory answer to our critics in 
other countries. The gap between the things we stand for in prin¬ 
ciple and facts of a particular situation may be too wide to be 
bridged. An atmosphere of suspicion and resentment in a country 
over the way a minority is being treated in the United States is 
a formidable obstacle to the development of mutual understanding 
and trust between the two countries. We will have better inter¬ 
national relations when these reasons for suspicion and resent¬ 
ment have been removed. I think that it is quite obvious that the 
resentment of discrimination against minority groups in the United 
States is a handicap in our relations with other countries. The 
Department of State, therefore, has good reason to hope for the 
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continued and increased effectiveness of public and private ef¬ 
forts to do away with these discriminations. 
Ordinarily one would conclude that anything Mr. Acheson said concern¬ 
ing the racial issue during his tenure of office was clouded with politics. 
No one who is familiar with American politics could very well refute such 
a conclusion. However, history does not indicate that the condemnation of 
racial segregation and discrimination lias been an asset to an American 
Political Party on a national level. It has only been the result of cir¬ 
cumstance that the condemnation of segregation and discrimination has fig¬ 
ured into the election of a political party on a national scale. However 
this does not hold true in some sections of the United States. As a re¬ 
sult, one may safely conclude that even though Mr. Acheson gave a good im¬ 
pression of the adverse affects the racial issue had on the containment 
policy, he was conservative in his views and reports. It is believed that, 
in spite of the embarrassment Mr. Acheson encountered, he would not have 
made the same report in the "deep south" where it would have no doubt, had 
the greatest effect. 
Earnest A Gross, who was Assistant Secretary of State in 19h9 un¬ 
doubtedly removed any prevailing thoughts that Mr. Acheson was making 
"glittering generalities" in his statèment to the Committee. Speaking to 
a later session of the same committee, Mr. Gross said, in essence, that 
the Department was constantly embarrassed by the observable conflict be¬ 
tween the principles of non-discrimination and protection of human rights 
which the United States advocated in her international relations and in¬ 
stances of discrimination which occur in this country. The Department 
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had good reason to hope for an early abolition of discrimination against 
minority groups, because America could not contain the Communist impulse 
so long as there remained an apparent difference between what she preached 
1 
abroad and what she practices at home. 
Similarly, Oscar R. Ewing, a former Federal Security Administrator, 
said that there should be no mistake about the impact of America’s domes¬ 
tic practices. He believed that the Communists would broadcast to the 
four winds America’s racial practices, and, as he put it, "as these winds 
blow hot over Asia, Africa and the Near East, they will dry up our once 
2 
over-flowing reservoir of good will in these lands." 
Vice President, Richard Nixon placed further emphasis on the impact 
of the domestic racial issue on Asia. After having made a tour of Asia, 
Mr. Nixon told a Defense group that: 
The elimination of discrimination in all government activities will 
be very effective in helping America win the allegiance of the six 
hundred million Asiatics who have neither committed themselves to a 
free or flomrmmist Wald. The performances and activities of Ameri¬ 
cans both individually and collectively in matters of discrimination 
have a profound reaction throughout the Far East.^ 
From Mr. Nixon's statement the impression created is tha+, although Mr. 
Nixon might have found other stumbling blocks in America’s drive to win 
the allegiance of the Asiatics, the number one stumbling block was racial 
discrimination. Each time America refused to meet the challenge to ex¬ 
pand freedom, her promises and principles of freedom were destroyed. It 
destroyed the faith of other people in those promises and principles, 
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which that power would be put. 
Senator Hubert Humphrey, (D. Minn.), has consistently maintained, 
in his efforts to get the Congress to enact civil rights legislation, that 
America's domestic racial practices have done irreparable harm to the 
prestige of this country* He reasons that inasmuch as Russia professes 
racial equality, Communism has its greatest appeal in those areas of the 
world occupied by dark skinned peoples. These areas include Africa, the 
Near East, South East Asia and Asia itself. These areas house two thirds 
of the world's population; a population which in the main, is non-daucas- 
ian. China and sections of French Indo-China have already gone Communist* 
Sections of South East Asia may be on the way. This is due to the fact that 
America's exhortations about democracy and equality of rights seem hollow 
and empty to the peoples of undeveloped and dependent areas. They do not 
take what America says about democracy too seriously. The reason, as he 
saw it, was that they point to the people of dark skin—such as Negroes, 
Oriental Americans, Mexican Americans, Indians and others who all too often 
are treated as second class citizens right here in the United States. The 
extent to which these things are done, does irreparable harm to America's 
international policy. 
Many other congressmen, including Morse of Oregon, Lehman of New York, 
Dollinger of New York, Roosevelt of New York, and others who have worked 
very energetically in trying to g<et Congress to enact Civil Rights legis¬ 
lation, have attested to the fact that those who oppose America in her 
program of selling democracy to others have potent weapons against her when 
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they point out the apparent difference between what America says about 
democracy and equality abroad and what she does at home. To them the do¬ 
mestic racial issue has been the main weapon used by the Communists.^ This 
is so because the world's population is predominantly non-white. 
Before taking office in the United Nations as Chief United States 
delegate Senator Henry Cabot Lodge, Jr., told Clarence Mitchell, Birec+or, 
Washington Bureau, National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People, that if segregation and discrimination could be eliminated in the 
°nited States, his job would be about fifty percent easier. Racial dis¬ 
crimination in the United States is a severe handicap in winning friends 
for the United States. This is true throughout the world, but, especially 
in Asia and Africa. 
Apparently, the race question figured extensively in the Korean truce 
negotiations because the Department of State made many requests for speci¬ 
fic information to be sent to Korea at that time. The requests included 
(a) the number of colored people holding offices in the United States: 
(b) laws of southern states on Jury service of colored peoplej and (c) ex¬ 
tent i>f employment discrimination based on race.2 
It is fair to say that most of the key members of the State Depart¬ 
ment and other authorities, during the formulation of the containment 
policy, felt that most of America's anti-communist, work throughout the world, 
especially in Asia and Africa, was seriously damaged by domestic discrimn- 
natory practices. Former President Harry S. Truman, the formulator of the 
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policy, undoubtedly sensed the seriousness of the impact, tahen in 19U6, 
he appointed a Committee on Civil Rights.1 After the Committee made its 
recommendations in 1°U7, Harry S. Truman was willing to defy the views of 
a hostile south, to any phase of Civil Rights, and run on a platform con¬ 
taining the Committee’s recommendations. There is no question about it, 
Harry S.Truman and other members of the State Department felt that every 
mistake or miscarriage of justice in the United States lessened America’s 
o 
influence on the free peoples throughout the world. America could not 
formulate a very effective '’containment" policy in world affairs so long 
as she continued to make mockery of her high-sounding talk about justice 
and democracy by practices of segregation and discrimination which de¬ 
stroyed the dignity and denied the rights of millions of American citizens. 
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CHAPTER VI 
CONCLUSIONS 
In this study the impact of racial segregation and discrimination 
on the United States' foreign policy in the containment of communism has 
been approached primarily from the point of view of a political scientist. 
The sources of information used in the study were taken from news reports, 
editorials, congressional debates, and recent books related to the subject. 
Additional insights were secured through information received from ref¬ 
erences from twenty-one ambassadors and foreign ministers, ten congress¬ 
men, and other authorities. The results were used to determine, first, 
the degree of consistency of the authors, authorities, and editorials: 
second, the degree of conformity of the different editorials and the opin¬ 
ions expressed by the various authors and authorities. 
It was found that the authors, authorities and editorials have con¬ 
sistently maintained that America's domestic racial practices have had a 
tremendous impact on the "containment” policy. They have emphasized that 
it has been the number one handicap in the non-Caucasian areas of the 
globe* Nearly all of them tfrere in agreement that segregation and discrimi¬ 
nation against minority groups—be they Negro, Chinese or Jewish—have 
been and still are exploited by the advocates of communism. Racism can¬ 
not be isolated. It leaps national boundaries and runs the danger of af¬ 
fecting the entire world and engulfing all pepples with its devastating 
influence. The ramification of local racial disturbances affect far wider 
areas—in some cases they endanger the peace of the world. 
2i6 
It is believed that the references cited and facts presented are 
adequate to establish that the United States, as the proclaimed and ac¬ 
knowledged leader of freedom and equality must practice the freedom and 
equality which she proclaims. America's foreign policy is net vulnerable 
because of lack of money, troops or armaments. It is vulnerable because 
America has not declared by public law and public policy her desire for 
equality of opportunity for all peoples. There can be no successful for¬ 
eign policy in the undeveloped and underprivileged areas of the world un¬ 
til America can come to the peoples of Africa, South America and Asia as a 
living example of human brotherhood and equality of opportunity for all. 
The Communists have capitalized on the struggle for freedom among 
peoples long depressed by poverty and injustice, promising revolutionary 
changes through more simple and understandable measures than the western 
democratic world has yet offered. 
The United States, despite its earlier sponsorship of human rights 
in the United Nations, is now, unfortunately, among the cautious countries 
in this sphere. In Assembly debates on Human Rights, the United States' 
delegates are almost isolated op in a minority, on some of the critical 
issues relating to human rights. This unhappy position of American dele¬ 
gates is obviously influenced by fear that the United States Senate would 
never ratify such advanced provisions as those proposed by other nations. 
In spite of the fact that some of the European nations ape guilty of 
unjust treatment of subjugated peoples and their nationals do not experi¬ 
ence "jim crow" and unjnst treatments on vitits to the United States, they 
feel justified in accusing the United States of hypocrisy. Orientals, on 
the other hand, charge the United States of America with crass racism and 
insincerity because of their first-hand experience with white domina- 
1*7 
tion, either in Asia or the United States. The same is true of Africans. 
Leaders of the State Department and some of the members of Congress 
have consistently maintained that the racial practices of this country 
represent the number one problem in trying to create good will abroad. One 
may be inclined to believe that anything said by members of the State De¬ 
partment and Congress is colored with politics. Yet it must be remembered 
that the Truman administration advanced the idea of the dangers of Ameri¬ 
ca's racial practices some years ago despite much opinion to the contrary. 
It is generally agreed that America should understand that the revo¬ 
lution which sweeps through Asia, Africa and South America is a positive de¬ 
mand for human equality. If America fails to recognize this apparent 
political fact it has then failed to equip itself with the philosoph?/ and 
the mind adequate for world leadership. These are not ordinary times. 
They are extra-ordinary thereby requiring extr-ordinary efforts and meas¬ 
ures. Important as the deadly weapons of armanents may be, they will dis¬ 
integrate in the face or ioealogical communism unless America matches that 
total id'-olog'r with a faith and a practice of human brotherhood. America 
has given everything from technical assistance to spiritual guidance, yet, 
within less than a decade, the Communists have over-run South East Asia, 
threatened Africa, and are knocking at America’s back door, in South 
America. 
The data of this study lead to the following specific conclusions: 
1* The United States has failed to win the confidence of non-Cauca¬ 
sian peoples for some reason other than the lack of material aid. 
2. The failure has been one of ideology. 
3. The United States' failure in ideology is not because this coun¬ 
try has not preached the greatness of democracy with equal vigor as the 
Soviet Union has preached the greatness of communism. The failure is 
caused because those peoples whom America is trying to convince know, some 
by reports and some by first hand information, that there is a gap between 
what America preaches and what she practices. 
U. The gap is internal, and sometimes external, racial segregation 
and discrimination. 
And until this gap is closed there is little likelihood of win¬ 
ning the support of the non-Caucasian world by the United States. 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 
Berger, Nonroe, Equality By Statute;: Law and Group Discrimination in the 
United States! New York: Columbia University,' 1950. 
Chamberlain, Lawrence H. American Foreign Policy. New York: Rinehart Co., 
1950. 
Kennan, George F., American Diplomacy: 1900-1950. Chicago: University of 
Chicago Press, 195>1. 
Leonard, L. L., International Organization. New York: McGraw-Hill Co., 
1951. 
Maclver, Robert M., Discrimination and National Welfare. New York: McGraw- 
Hill Co., 19li 9. 
Maclver, Robert M., The More Perfect Union. New York: The Macmillan Co., 
19U8. 
Record, Wilson, The Negro and the Communist Party. Chapel Hill: Univer¬ 
sity of North Carolina Press, 195>1. 
Soper, E. D., Racism: A World Issue. New York: McGraw-Hill Co., 1951» 
Ross, Malcolm., All Manner of Men. New York: Reynal and Hitchock Inc., 
19U8. 
Sabine, George H., History of Political Theory. New York: Henry Holt and 
Co., 1950. 
Articles 
Baldwin, Roger N. "International Outlook for Civil Rights," Annals of 
American Political and Social Science. (May, 1951), 155T 
 • "Bias War Goes On" Business Week, November 10, 1951). 
Dublier, H. "Legislation Outlawing Racial Discrimination In Government" 
Lawyers Guild Review, XXXVI (March, 19l±5), 60. 
 • "Foreigners React to American Prejudice," Crisis, 
(February, 1951), 103. 
. "Answer to Vishinsky," Crisis, (December, 1951). 
666-7. 




  . ’’Hate the U.S. Campaign in Lating America" Vital 
Speeches, (May 1, 1953), p. 1*32. 
» "Non-Discrimination in the Federal Service," An¬ 
nals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science. (March, 
191*6), ”192". 
Hass, J. "Personal Practices and War Time Changes,” Annals of the Ameri¬ 
can Academy of Political and ^ocial Science, (March, 191*6), 158» 
Kuma, Prem. "Will India pail to the Communists?," America, (June, 1953), 
318. 
 . "Does Paul Robeson Speak for the Negroes?," 
Negro Digest (March, 1950), 8-12. 
 . "What can Dulles do to Win Friends in Asia?," 
United Nations World, (March, 1953), 8. 
Davies, A. Powell. "Democracy as a Universal Purpose," New Republic 
(March, 1951), !*• 
Reinemer, Vic. "How American Commies Defame America Abroad," Saturday 
Evening Post, (February, 1950), 30. 
Yergan, Max, "Africai Next Goal of the Communists," U. S. News and World 
Report, (May 1, 1953), 52-61*. 
Atlanta Constitution, July 20, 1953. 
Atlanta Daily World, January 30, 195U* 
New York Times, October 26, 191*6. 
New York Times, November 26, 19i*7. 
New York Times, November 27, 19l*7. 
New York Times, November 27, 191*6. 
New York Times, October 3, 19l*9. 
New York Times, November 3, 191*9» 
New York Times, March 19, 1950. 
New York Times, October 19, 1950. 









8lst Congress, 2d Session:' Washington: Government 
1950. 
House Hearings# Communist Infiltration Into Minority Groups « 8lst Con¬ 
gress, 1st Session: Washington: Government Printing Office, I9U9. 
Senate Hearings. Subversive Activities, 8lst Congress, 2d Session: Wash¬ 
ington: Government Printing Office, 1950. 
